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The supporters of the Nationalist rebellion have
been so anxious to justify it, representing it as a
crusade against the forces of evil, that many
exaggerated accounts have been published of the
means to which the Popular Front resorted to
secure their electoral victory, and of the increasingly
numerous atrocities which they are said to have
encouraged during the months that followed their
election. In order to form a true picture of the
situation, it must be remembered that Spanish
enthusiasm and Spanish temper do not express
themselves delicately. Since earliest times, Spain
ha^ suffered successive foreign invasions, and with
the exception of the highly-bred Castilian aristocracy,
few Spaniards can claim purely European descent.
Elements of Asiatic and African origin have infused
a dangerous spark into the southerner's naturally
combustible temperament. Content for a time to
accept the forms of European Government, there
have always been Spaniards ready to welcome their
overthrow. At the elections and subsequently
under the Popular Front Government the people
needed little encouragement for their revolutionary
activities. Charges of responsibility laid at the
government's door, can be substantiated only in so
far as they were too weak to restrain their over-
enthusiastic followers-
February i6th was election day. Long before
the actual results were known Popular Front
supporters were wildly celebrating their great